Survey of Doppler use in lymphoedema practitioners in the UK.
Lymphoedema practitioners anecdotally don't use Doppler in the vascular assessment of their patients prior to the application of compression. The belief is that the results are inaccurate in the presence of oedema. The objective of this article is to gather information about the use of Doppler by lymphoedema specialists in the vascular assessment of lymphoedema patients in the UK. A questionnaire on the use of Doppler in lymphoedema patients was distributed to 250 delegates attending the British Lymphology Society Conference in Glasgow in Ocotber 2005. There appears to be no consensus in the method of vascular assessment of lymphoedema patients. More research is needed to ascertain the accuracy of Doppler in the assessment of lymphoedema patients. Guidelines are also required in the vascular assessment of lymphoedema patients based on scientifically valid evidence.